Making Barcodes Work for You

For sites using laser labels, barcodes are generated that can be used for refill, return to stock and inventory updates.

Uses

1. To make it easier for sites to update their Drug files (NDC’s, pricing, order & dispense information)
2. To quickly call up prescription records for refills and returning medications to stock
Barcodes
Currently they contain the 
STATION NUMBER (from the RPMS Institution File) & PRESCRIPTION IEN (internal entry number fro VA Fileman that identifies this entry in the RPMS Prescription file)
I. For Inventory Updates

Using the SCAN option from the Barcode Menu, enter in the internal # of the drug when prompted, scan the barcode on the stock bottle which updates the NDC, dispense unit, order unit, and prices (the price per order unit is not updated). Some of the less common generic drugs will not scan and will have to be manually edited.

Example

Select DRUG GENERIC NAME:    CYLCOBENZAPRINE HCL 10MG TAB   MS200 1000 TABS/BOTTLE       50111-0563-03  OK? Yes//
 

Format: NDC Value (5-4-2 format, no dashes)
        UPC Value(Full barcode number)
Scan or enter UPC/NDC Value: 50111056303(Scan container here
You have selected to edit the settings for the following drug:
     Name : Cyclobenzaprine HCl
     NDC  : 50111056303
     Manuf: PLIVA
     Dispense Units per Order: 1000

 

Do you want to update the Drug File? Yes//   YES
     Applying updates...
Updates are complete...

*******************************************************************************
This entry is marked for the following PHARMACY packages:
 Outpatient
 Unit Dose
 IV
 Non-VA Med
GENERIC NAME: CYLCOBENZAPRINE HCL 10MG TAB  Replace
NDC: 50111-0563-03//
DEA, SPECIAL HDLG: 6P//
Select SYNONYM: 050111056303//
SYNONYM: 050111056303//
INTENDED USE: DRUG ACCOUNTABILITY//
NDC CODE: 050111-0563-03//
ORDER UNIT: BT//
DISPENSE UNIT: TAB//
DISPENSE UNITS PER ORDER UNIT: 1000//
PRICE PER ORDER UNIT: 24.46//
LAST PRICE UPDATE: MAY 23,2006//
AWP PER ORDER UNIT: 1030.5//
AWP PER DISP UNIT is 1.0305
AWP EFFECTIVE DATE: MAR 12,2003//
VA CLASSIFICATION: MS200//
NATIONAL FORMULARY INDICATOR: YES
LOCAL NON-FORMULARY:
VISN NON-FORMULARY:
Select DRUG TEXT ENTRY:
Select FORMULARY ALTERNATIVE:
MESSAGE: 1000 TABS/BOTTLE//
RESTRICTION:
PRICE PER DISPENSE UNIT: 0.024

II. For Refills and Returns to Stock

A separate scanning needs to be done so that RPMS links the barcode to the drug entry. Choose Drug Enter/edit select the drug and go to the Synonym field where you then scan the barcode which is added as a new synonym (Quick code type)

Equipment & Setup

The purchasing of the equipment seems to be the hold up for most sites and the setup is somewhat complex.

The scanner(s) need to be connected to the RPMS computer usually via a USB connector that attaches to a keyboard. (Will need a USB connector and keyboard with a USB port)

Vendor  

Symbol LS 4000i Series
Synapse Smart Cable for USB Interface
Vendor SC Logic
            P O Box 246
            Beltsville, MD 20705
            301-210-7400
Configuration
Suggested Enhancements
1. A process to update the Price per Order Unit (actual acquisition cost) when the drug is scanned. Price per Dispense Unit is a calculated field and should be automatically calculated whenever the Price per Order Unit is entered or changed.
2. Display the strength of the medication along with the drug name after scanning the container and being prompted to verify the product.

Can enter the drug name –or- the Drug number from the NSYN report








